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Whole Person Librarianship: Connecting
Students to Free Resources through
Technology

https://lib.washington.edu/ougl/free

Meredith Forrey, Stephenie Horman, Jessica Martinez

https://youtu.be/8Wtgw37lxJk

First Year Students and Information Overload
Arriving at college can be an overwhelming experience for most first year and transfer students. The amount of
information about resources available is simultaneously overwhelming and difficult to navigate. How might we centralize
and make accessible free library resources so that students are able to excel in life as well as in academics?

Collaborate

We met with
Odegaard and
First Year
Programs to
see what we
could create to
bring attention
to library
programs, and
help first years.

Assess

We evaluated
public and
university
library
resources and
services in
terms of what
would best
serve first year
& transfer
students

Collocate
We collocated
these resources
in a shared
spreadsheet
and created a
tagging
schema.

Design

We designed a
website to
house these
resources, and
to make them
easy to find.
We passed this
design on to the
Odegaard web
team.

Test
We presented a
beta version of
the website to a
class of
undergraduate
students and
instituted the
changes
suggested.

Implement

The Odegaard
web team
published the
site. We
created a
document to
guide future
additions and
changes to the
site.

Next Steps
This website was built as a foundation. Graduate assistants
at Odegaard Undergraduate Library will work on growing
the site and creating a permanent relationship with the
public libraries.

Created in collaboration with Odegaard Undergraduate Library at the
University of Washington

